WINDOWS

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH NEWPORT
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INTRODUCTION

The majority of the windows in St. Nicholas church were installed as a
direct result of the Revd. James Hill who was rector at St. Nicholas from
1962-1981. The windows mainly in the north & south aisles up until
then were of plain glass.

The Revd. Hill appealed to anyone who wished to donate or commission
a window to come forward. He asked that the windows should be
colourful yet let in the light to brighten up the church.

The result being that St. Nicholas Newport is noted throughout the
diocese as having some of the finest examples of 19t & 20t century
ecclesiastical windows in the best traditions of the art of stained and
painted glass.
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ROYAL COAT OF ARMS OVER THE SOUTH PORCH DOOR

After the restoration of Charles 2" in 1660 all the churches were
required to display the royal coat of arms, any before that date had
been destroyed by Cromwell. (A notable exception is the magnificent
Charles 15 coat of arms in Lilleshall church.)

The story goes that an itinerant artist was passing through Newport and
called upon Rector Short begging for food. The church needed a new
and better royal coat of arms, so a bargain was struck. The artist stayed

a few days and painted a new crest, and the Rector supplied the food.

He did it work well: it has survived for nearly 200 years.
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A NOCK HEAN WINDOW

Richard Nock Hean solicitor in the town. His family did a lot of charitable
work. He died 2" September 1903 aged 60. The solicitors then joined
forces with a rival firm from Church Aston, and still trade today as Liddle
& Hean.

Nock Hean’s family house can be seen the other side of this window and
is currently the music box.
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B TOWER AREA WINDOW

In the tower area the west window was given by Mr & Mrs R Davies as a
contribution to the work of restoration in 1885.

Follow the star to Bethlehem, apex of window overwatched by angels,
“FOR UNTO YOU THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR WHICH IS
CHRIST THE LORD” is read down the window.

The shepherds found Mary & Joseph and saw the baby lying in the
manger, (centre)
“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST AND ON EARTH PEACE”.

The inscription along the bottom reads “LET US GO THEN TO
BETHLEHEM THERE IS HE THAT IS BORN KING OF THE JEWS”.
Matthew 2.

During the restoration the external casing of the walls were removed
and replaced with red stone from Sutton quarry.
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C PEAKE WINDOW

In memory of Revd R J Peake MIBE & Elizabeth Peake, parents of Mrs Hill
the wife of Revd James Hill who was Rector of St. Nicholas Church 1962-
1981.

The window is of clear glass with a simple design of a cross on one side
and a candle on the other; the inscription reads......

“IN THY LIGHT SHALL WE SEE LIGHT”.

Designed by Claude Price of Yardley Birmingham, this window lights up
an otherwise dark corner of the church.
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D LONGFORD WINDOW

This window was removed from Longford Church and installed in St
Nicholas when Longford Church was sold in 1981.

A 20t century work of Christopher Whall, it is a late example of his work
he died in 1924 a very well-known stained-glass artist, some of his
major work can be seen in Gloucester Cathedral.

The window is in memory of the Leeke family of Longford Hall and
latterly of Aston Hall Church Aston, who gave their lives in the First
World War.

It shows Jesus crucified on the cross, in the background you can see the
hundreds of crosses marking out the graves of young lives lost to the

obscenity of war “THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE”.

Note the poppies in the corners, a symbol of remembrance still used
today. Spend time to look in this memorial corner of our church.
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E CREATION INFUSED BY SPIRIT WINDOW

Window by Alan Younger of London September 1981.

Given by Mildred Amy Barnes in memory of her mother Sarah Ann
Barnes 1875-1977.

The broad theme of this window is ‘Creation’. The design contains an
overall structure consisting of three vertical shafts (one in each light)
which are intersected by four horizontal bands, suggesting order being
established. At the intersections are twelve points of emphasis.

“Twelve is the number of the universal Church, and it was for profound
reasons that Jesus willed the number of his apostles should be twelve.
Now twelve is the product of three x four. Three, which is the number of
the Trinity, connotes all spiritual things-the body of the world which
result from combinations of the four elements. To multiply three by four
is in the mystic sense to infuse matter with spirit, to proclaim the truths
of the faith to the world, to establish the universal Church of which the
apostles are the symbol”. EMILE MALE “The Gothic Image”.

The top horizontal band suggests fire and contains in the centre a sun
shape and on each side sun/moon shapes symbols of resurrection. The
next band suggests air and a dove appears in the centre with cruciform
halo and on each side stars. Lower is an earth band with shapes and
colours suggesting flowering and harvest and in the centre a chalice -a
man-made object and symbol of Christian faith.

The lowest band suggests water and contains a fish a symbol of Christ
and on each side shells-an ammonite and scallop.
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F TALBOTT WINDOW

By Joseph Nuttjens 1978, it shows Christ is the head of our church and
St. Nicholas church the head of the town. Surrounded by children it
serves as a reminder to the need & suffering of the children of the
world.

In memory of Arthur Owen & Elizabeth Talbott who worked tirelessly for
charity the church and their family, passing on their love & Gods
message to many.

“For the joy of human love
Brother Sister Parent Child
Friends on earth & friends above
Pleasures pure and undefiled
Lord of all to thee we raise

This our grateful hymn of praise”

Designed and installed by Joseph Nuttjens a remarkable and
distinguished man, not the least remarkable thing about him was that
he was in his 88 year when he was running up and down ladders
carrying out his work.
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G DUNCAN WINDOW

In memory of the Duncan family, well known business people in the
town, Robert who ran a gents outfitters shop somewhere by the
opticians and Staffordshire Building Society.

Lily Duncan was a milliner her shop was in the Guildhall; Robert was
churchwarden from 1927-1931.

The window shows St. Nicholas and bears the inscription

“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God”

This passage is from Matthew 5 Sermon on the Mount.

The window is by Claude Price dated 1971, originally there was only the
centre light the two side lights again being the work of Claude Price his

fuse glass technique can once more be seen in his treatment of the
alpha & omega symbols.
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H BAGNALL WINDOW

Miss Bagnall was the Headmistress of the girl’s high school. She worked
for those in need and those who were bereaved especially young
widows.

The window is dated 1981 designed by Miss Evelyn Pringle who was in
her early 20’s when she took on her first commission for a work of this
scale.

Her use of the words in George Herbert’s hymn, combined with the clear
brightness of the glass and its unusual shapes are a special feature in
her design.

A MAN WHO LOOKS ON GLASS ON IT MAY STAY HIS EYE
OR IF HE PLEASES THROUGH IT PASS
AND THEN THE HEAVENS ESPY:

George Herbert 1593-1632
Teach me, my God &King.
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I CHANCEL WINDOW NORTH

Victorian stained-glass window over the vestry door is a painted glass of
rare quality Flemish style. Depicting the angels ministering to our Lord
during the agony in the garden of Gethsemane.

In loving memory of Maria Eliza 1st wife of E.A. Elkington surgeon of
this town and churchwarden at the time of the restoration, died 3rd

June 1885.

“WHOM THE LORD LOVETH HE CHASTENETH”
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J CHANCEL WINDOW

This window by Messrs. Clayton & Bell 1890 in memory of the late Mr
Richard Brittain who died 11" October 1889 aged 46 years. Also in
loving memory of Matthew Charles youngest son of Richard Brittain
who died 26™ August 1882 aged 5 years. They owned a family grocers,
the first multiple grocers with shops at Oakengates, Wellington and
Newport.

The window depicts the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. The upper
part represents the heavenly home filled with celestial beings. The
Apostles standing or kneeling upon the earth occupy the lower part.
The Lord is seen between them ascending. The two quatrefoils of the
windows show two groups of angels, two in each group swinging
censors by long golden cords as described in Revelations 8 3:4.

“Another Angel, who had a gold incense burner, came and stood at the
altar. He was given a lot of incense to add to the prayers of all God’s
people, and to offer it on the gold altar that stands before the throne.
The smoke of the burning incense went up with the prayers of God’s
people from the hands of the angel standing before God”.

The apostles on the north side are the highest one is St Philip in white
robe and palm leaf pattern in gold. Next to him stands St Thomas with
outstretched hands towards the Lord whose resurrection he doubted.
The lowest figure being St Bartholomew who is kneeling. In the next
right are two brothers St Andrew & St Peter. St Andrew has his hand
raised. St Peter with hands wide spread. In the middle light is St John. In
the light between the middle and the south are St Simon with brown
hair and beard and St James the Less with right hand raised high and
wearing a crimson robe with white roses. In the South most light is St
James the Great, brother of John his hands clasped upon his chest in an
attitude of prayer. Next to him St Jude a youthful figure and the last
figure is that of St Matthew an aged man kneeling.
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K HICKMAN MEMORIAL WINDOW

In memory of Richard Murhall Hickman surgeon accidentally killed 28"
October 1872 aged 20.

Burne Jones/William Morris window, the former designed the windows
and the later made them. It was the custom to use again the cartoon of
a particular figure in more than one window, fitting it into a new design
like a piece in a jigsaw puzzle. Both the figures of St. John and St. Luke
have been used and are to be found in the windows of the chapel of
Jesus College Cambridge.

The two smaller panels beneath the figures are by Ford Maddox Brown,
another distinguished pre-Raphaelite artist. One of these also is to be
found at Jesus College Cambridge and the other is in the parish church
of Haltwhistle in Northumberland.
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L1 BOUGHEY WINDOW |

St Chads chapel or Lady chapel east window is in memory of Lady
Annabelle Boughey who did so many good works for our town over the
past century. She gave us the cottage hospital now the day centre, also
the Boughey Trust which owns properties in the town including a good
proportion of the sheltered bungalows for the elderly. The name will
live on for future generations.

“He is risen as he said Alleluia, Alleluia.”

The top panel of the window shows Jesus appearing to the eleven, John
20. Thomas not being there doubted our Lords resurrection.

Bottom left panel is the empty tomb John 20:16. Extreme right Jesus
and Mary “She turned towards him and said in Hebrew “Rabboni”

which means teacher.

This is the second Kempe window in St. Nicholas dated 1906 and
bearing his sign of the cornsheaf (bottom left corner).
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L2 BOUGHEY WINDOW II

St. Chads chapel or Lady Chapel south window, is in memory of Sir
Thomas Boughey, another fine example of Kemps work dated 1906
bearing his sign of a cornsheaf (bottom left corner)

The window shows our Lords crucifixion at Calvary complete with

Roman Soldiers casting lots for Jesus’ clothing (note dice bottom right)
Mark 15-24.
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M WILBRAHAM WINDOW

Mary Ellen Wilbraham and Charles both did voluntary work for the
church & town; Charles was councillor and town mayor. The family
butchery business was opposite the church and flourished for many
years.

The window depicts the worship of word and sacrament; the holding
out of hands for communion, the chalice leading to a promised crown.
Overwatched by his angels, this window has a wonderful story to tell if
you stand and look for a while.

The window is by Claude Price dated 1972 where he uses his own

method of fusing together coloured glass under intense heat in order to
obtain the textures and shades, rather than using conventional pigment.
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N BROOMFIELD WINDOW

Joseph Broomfield, builder painter and decorator in the town whose
sons carried on the business until the 60’s. Many of the shops in the
town had their signs hand-written by them.

Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.
St Matthews gospel chapter 5.

The Sermon on the Mount was our Lords “Ordination Sermon” for his
apostles.

The window shows our lord teaching probably Simon Peter and Andrew
with Mary in the right-hand panel. The two children in the centre are
said to be of likeness of two of the grandchildren of Joseph Broomfield,
Hilda and Roland. Mrs Hilda Evan Hughes is well into her 90’s and now
lives at Rylands Nursing Home; she was one of six children.

On the other side James and John with Zebedee their father. This is the
second window to use this passage from the bible. Can you remember
the other one?

Early 20t century window (1905) by W Pearce Limited Birmingham.
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O DORIS ANDERSON 1914-1971 WILLIAM WILDE 1913-1969
DOROTHY DIXON 1893-1971 WINDOW

Doris Anderson was killed in a car accident when she was young, which
devastated the town.

Dorothy Dixon known for her art work which included making pictures
from used stamps and sold in aid of St. Nicholas church. She became
lady of the manor upon her father’s death; the title was bequeathed to
Lt. Col. Nicholas Cornish Faithful in 1971 when Miss Dixon died. The title
is now thought to be with Mr Nicholas Faithful, the Colonel’s son.

William Wilde, organist and choirmaster at St. Nicholas, was founder of
Newport Male Voice Choir, which is still going strong, also the Wilde
Trophy which was presented to the best choirboy.

The parable of the sheep and the goats St Matthew chapter 25 v 31-46.
“Anything you did for one of my brothers however humble you did for
me”.

| was hungry and you gave me food
| was thirsty you gave me drink

A stranger you took me in

| was sick and you visited me

| was in prison and you came to me
In as much as you did this

To one of the least you did it for me.

The pelican feeding its young with its own blood is an ancient Christian
symbol of piety.

The window is by Claude Price and dated 1976. This time using
conventional methods and not his fused glass technique. A remarkable
feature of his work is that he designed, made and fixed his windows
entirely on his ow, and he had passed his three score years and ten
when he undertook these commissions.
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